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World Peace and the Abolition of Nuclear Weapons
How can the human family achieve peace?

Steven Leeper

This is a difficult question, and I have no easy answer. In fact, my answer is extremely

difficult, but I see no other.

1. The Problem

Nothing is more difficult than peace. There is no one in the world I love more than my wife,
but I have trouble being peaceful even with her. We human beings are always trying to get
what we want, and when something or someone gets in our way, we get angry. When we get
angry, we try to force the people, animals, plants and things around us to bend to our will. As
soon as we do that, we are no longer at peace.

To make matters worse, many of us, especially men, have been bred to be highly competitive.
We are genetically programmed to organize ourselves into hierarchies of power, and most of us
instantly know whether the person we are with has more or less power than we do.

In this competitive world, when someone with more power gets in our way, we step aside.
When someone with less power gets in our way, we expect him to step aside, and when we are
not sure who is stronger, we fight. Sometimes we fight with our eyes, sometimes with our
mouths, sometimes with our fists, sometimes with our guns, and twice, we used nuclear
weapons.

Since 1945, we have not used nuclear weapons because those weapons actually threaten
our collective survival. We still have those weapons because the vast majority of people on our
planet have no idea what they are or what they can do. If people knew, they would not allow a
few highly competitive, aggressive men to threaten the entire human family.

Thus, getting rid of nuclear weapons is actually very easy. All we have to do is let everyone

know the extent to which those weapons threaten them, their children, their grandchildren,
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and every person, place or thing they love. The difficulty here is that the media, thus the
power of mass education, is in the hands of the highly competitive, powerful people who want
to continue making vast sums of money from nuclear weapons. A very few selfish, extremely
dangerous men have kept us on the verge of total annihilation for over fifty years.

So one problem we face is certain people at the top of our political, economic and social
hierarchies who have too much power and too little concern for those of us with less power. In
fact, these people at the top are so focused on their competition for wealth and power that they
are making our planet unlivable. When elephants fight, the grass is trampled. Our elephants
are literally killing us, and they will kill us all, including themselves, if they are not stopped.

Why do we allow this? Why do the billions in the 99% allow ourselves to be used, abused,
bullied, and threatened with extinction by the few super-rich corporate magnates that control
our world? Why do we let them control our world? Why don’t we rise up and force them to bend
to our collective will? We could do so easily if we were even minimally united. Why don’t we
unite?

I am old enough to remember the slogan “better dead than red.” This is what the warriors of
the 1950s and 60s said to indicate they would rather fight a nuclear war and kill every human
on Earth, including themselves, than let communists control the United States. If this sounds
crazy to you, you are not the kind of competitive person who will make it to the top of a power
hierarchy. True warriors would rather die than lose and, for the most part, only true warriors
get to the top of power hierarchies.

But even worse, we 99%ers seem to worship the warriors who get to the top. Ordinary
people today worship power and, especially, competition. We worship winners. The CEOs of
large corporations, the kings or presidents of countries, rich and famous actors, singers,
models, filmmakers, athletes, etc. We worship anyone who has competed and come out a
winner. The more they win, the more we worship them. And winners love to be worshipped, so
the more they win, the more they want to win. The second best tennis player or boxer or
swimmer in the world spends all his time, money, thought and energy trying to become the
best.

So this is the real problem. We live in a world controlled and threatened by warriors who are
worshipped because they are winners by people who don’t understand that competition is
making their lives miserable, and the winners are leading us all to our doom. If we want to

abolish nuclear weapons and achieve a peaceful world, we have to change what we worship.

2. The Solution

First, stop worshipping power. Stop fawning over politicians and celebrities. Stop sucking
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up to your boss’ boss. Stop reading magazines and watching TV shows that glorify wealth. A
lot of poor, powerless people love to read magazines about the rich and famous. They admire
the handsome prince with 77 Rolls Royces in his 120-car garage on his fabulous estate in Italy,
which is just one of seven multi-million dollar homes he has near major cities around the
world.

If you admire this guy, you are part of the problem. Fifty percent of the people on this planet
have no toilet in their house. Fifty percent are trying to live on less than 200 yen a day. Over a
billion are seriously malnourished. Twenty thousand children die every day from hunger or
easily cured diseases. Given this reality, the handsome prince with all the cars and houses is a
heartless, greedy, self-centered pig. There is nothing at all admirable about him. He should be
shunned until he develops a decent sense of social responsibility.

Many 99%ers love to read about the sex lives of beautiful people. They love the princess who
is so gorgeous she has rich and powerful men swarming at her feet. For fun, she marries the
world’s best soccer player. The marriage lasts a year or so, until they have a furious food fight
in a famous restaurant in Paris. In a few weeks she marries a famous clothing designer who
promises to make her a model and put her on the cover of Vogue. The thing our princess is
most worried about is whether to wear white at her second wedding since it is clear by now
that she is not a virgin.

This princess is a spoiled, selfish, immature brat. Any man who gets involved with her is an
idiot. She, too, should be shunned until she learns to love someone other than herself. No one
should be admired, respected, or loved because they are rich or famous or beautiful or
powerful in any way. Any powerful person who uses his or her power to demand the
extravagances of life while billions suffer should be scorned, ridiculed and avoided. Power
without love is dangerous, and our planet can no longer afford to worship such people.

After you have stopped worshipping power, stop worshipping money. Here I'm talking about
your own money. Stop worshipping the company you work for and, especially, the managers at
the top of that company. Corporations are the most powerful, most dangerous entities on our
planet. Corporations care about nothing but survival, profit and growth. They poison our land,
water, and air, then abandon our communities as soon as they find cheaper labor somewhere
else. They control our politicians, they write our laws, they bribe regulatory agencies, they tell
people who to vote for, they are more powerful than countries, and there is only one way to
take away their power — stop working for them.

Work only for co-ops or some other form of worker-owned enterprise. If you have no voice in
the management of your company, if there are no workers that you can vote for on the top

management board of your company, then quit. Do not work for money at a job you hate. It’s

45



better to starve. Do what you love and know is right for you, regardless of the money involved.
As long as we are controlled by money, we will never know peace, and without peace, we will
not be able to solve the global problems that threaten our survival.

After you have stopped worshipping power and money, reject violence—all violence.
Rejecting violence starts, of course, with rejecting nuclear weapons. If we can’t even reject
nuclear violence, we are doomed. After nuclear weapons, we have to reject war, but war is a
symptom, not the disease. Rejecting violence actually means rejecting winners. It means
rejecting winning itself.

If you win something without caring about the loser, you are being violent. If you take
something without caring about the person you take it from, you are being violent. If you hurt
anyone in any way, including with your words, you are being violent.

In the violently competitive world we now live in, rejecting violence seems hopeless,
Quixotic, and stupid. Unfortunately, I can see no other way to make the world peaceful. We
have spent tens of thousands of years attempting to eliminate evil through violence, and all we
have done is make evil so powerful it’s about to take us right off this planet. To take the power
of violence away from evil, we have to abandon it ourselves.

If we say we want to be peaceful, but only if the Iranians or North Koreans or Palestinians
or Israelis or Americans become peaceful, we will never be peaceful. If we say we want to be
peaceful but only after we achieve justice, we will never have either justice or peace. There is
no way to peace, peace is the way, and that can only start with me.

I don’t want to die, but I'd rather die than kill. I'd like to have a private jet flying me around
to my seven spectacular homes in exotic locations, but I refuse to take more than I absolutely
need until I can see that everyone else is being well cared for and has what they need. Perhaps
these commitments make me an idiot, but if we all commit ourselves in this way, our Earth
will soon be a paradise. More urgently, if we don’t make these commitments, our Earth will

free itself of human life by 2050.
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