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Fireflies (part1)

Hi everyone | My name is Paul and I come from the "Land
Beyond the Forest”, aka Transylvania, which most of you
probably know as the home of the infamous Count Dracula
from various books and movies. I arrived in Japan as a
19-year old fresh out of highschool and have lived in Kysto
since 2000. As this isn't all that much time by local standards,
I am afraid that my knowledge of your country remains
altogether superficial and would thus like to begin by asking
for everyone's understanding before I embark on this series of
short essays inspired by the Takase river and my experiences
in Kybto.

For this (and the next) issue’s subject, [ was inspired by one of
my favorite annual events on the Takase river, which is the
arrival of the fireflics towards the end of May. Usually, they
can be enjoyed afterwards until the end of the rainy season.
While 1 had never seen live fireflies before coming to Japan,
it fate had it that all of the places in which I lived in Kydto
over the years have been close to firefly-watching spots - be it
the Philosopher’s Path in the East, the Shirakawa Canal in
the North, or the Takase river where I reside now. Because of
this, I feel a certain closeness to them and rejoice every year
as soon as [ see their pale glimmers lighting up the river’s
surface on the first evenings of carly summer.

My current workplace is at J2jb and, once the firefly season
begins, I make it a point to finish work around 9PM and ride
slowly on my bicycle up the Takase river, all the way from
Jujd to Gojo, while enjoying the mystic spectacle put forth by
these tiny creatures.

Recently, whenever 1 think of or see the fireflies, for some
reason or other, this charming photo of *hangyoku” (geishas
in training) pops to mind. Ever since having seen this
wonderful picture for the first time, [ have been utterly taken
with its masterful framing, the unrivaled accuracy of the
hand-painting and its delicate - almost impossible - mix of
youthful exuberance and melancholy.

While I knew that this photograph was one of many sold
during the late Meiji- early Taisho eras to foreign tourists -
which is why they are today mostly found in foreign collec-
tions - I knew practically nothing of the circumstances of its
creation. This mystery was solved for me very recently by a
French acquaintance, who is also an expert in this genre of
photography. It turned out to be quite the story, in fact, and it
shall be my pleasure to share it with you next time !

Date Unknown, Private Collection

{ERISTE AT [0 | (AT - BARD
Attributed to Seibei KAJIMA, “Hunting Fireflies”
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