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YouTube Gamers
By Patrick St. Michel

Growing up, | was obsessed with video games. The first stop once I got home from school
would be the TV, to plow through The Legend of Zelda or Super Mario 64 until my mom threatened
punishment for avoiding homework.

Yet since coming to Japan, I've rarely picked up a controller and own zero video game systems.
I simply lack the time to properly devote to the newest Pokemon game. Recently, though, I've
discovered I do have the time to watch other people play games.

I've become enamored with the world of YouTube gamers. These are people who simply
film themselves playing various video games, while talking about them and reacting to what's
happening. It sounds silly, but some of YouTube's biggest creators found the spotlight by offering
witty commentary while playing games. They include Markiplier and jacksepticeye — not to
mention PewDiePie, who has the most subscribers of anyone on YouTube.

There is the same phenomenon in Japan, and it has roots in TV. Numerous game shows in the
1980s featured regular folks playing video games against one another. (There were similar TV
shows in the United States in the 1990s.) The arrival of Japanese video site Nico Nico Douga in the
mid-2000s allowed anyone to broadcast videos of themselves playing games and chatting.

Now YouTube is the hub for this world in Japan. The popular 2Bro channel features two guys
who play everything from first-person shooting games to puzzle games while cracking jokes. They
post videos almost every day and have almost 2 million subscribers. YouTube gamers can make
even more money from sponsorships or selling their own merchandise.

I used to think this whole enterprise was deeply goofy. Honestly, I still do. But I also find the
videos somewhat relaxing to watch. I first realized this while watching Cuphead, a fast-moving
game where a cartoon cup fights a bunch of colorful bosses. It's a very hard game, forcing the
player to move the character past a blizzard of projectiles. I could see myself breaking numerous
controllers out of frustration if I had played it when I was a teenager.

But watching someone else go through these challenges is soothing and entertaining. And also
really funny. Maybe I'm bored of regular TV shows, where everything is plotted out. Gamer videos
include all the mistakes and restarts in them. Watching the cartoon cup die over and over again —
and hearing the YouTuber scream out in frustration — is different.

It's an unlikely addition to my entertainment schedule in 2018, but one I've enjoyed. Plus, I save

a lot of money by not having to buy a Nintendo Switch when I can just watch others enjoy it.

€ Japan Times: http://st.japantimes.co.jp/essay/?’p=ey
(The J Ti http://st.j i in/ /2 2018020240)
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Why hasn't the author, Patrick, played or owned video games since coming to Japan?

)

® @ ©®

Because his mother will punish him.
Because he doesn't have the time.
Because he's busy with school.

Because he doesn'’t like Pokemon.

What do YouTube gamers do?

)

® @ ©®

They film other people playing video games.
They sponsor Japanese video games.
They film themselves playing video games.

They appear on TV game shows.

Who of the following is not a YouTube gamer?

)

® @ ®

Markiplier.
Cuphead.
PewDiePie.

Jacksepticeye.

What else can YouTube gamers do to make money?

)

® @ ©®

They can get sponsorships and sell merchandise.
They can make jokes.
They can recruit subscribers for other gamers.

They can appear on TV shows.

Which of the following best describes the game, Cuphead?

)

® @ ©®

It's a goofy and exciting game.
It's a game about teenagers.
It's a fast-moving game where players have to break controllers.

It's a hard game where players have to move past projectiles.

_13_
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(6)  Which of the following is not a reason why the author likes to watch YouTube gamers?
(D Ttis soothing and entertaining.
He can save money.

He can make mistakes and correct them.

® @ ®

He's bored of typical TV shows.

2. ROT7 I 7% AT, UTOMWOEZ T E N S,

Transition Numbers of Registered Foreigners in Japan From Five Major Countries
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(Wikipedia: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Demographics_of Japan)
»¢Philippine = The Philippines % Korea = North and South Korea.

(1) Looking at the graph, which country had the largest population in Japan in 19862
China.
Korea.

Brazil.

® © ® 6

Philippine.
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(2)  Which two countries had almost the same population in 2012?
China and Korea.

Philippine and Peru.

Philippine and Brazil.

®» ©® ® 6

Korea and Peru.

(3) China and Korea had almost the same population in which year?

@D 1998.
@ 2006.
@ 2007.
@ 2012.

(4)  Which statement is not true about this graph?
(D The number of foreigners in Japan is generally decreasing.
(2) The largest population of Chinese residents was in 2010.
(3 The population from Peru has remained generally the same.

@  In 2012, the population from Korea was double that of Brazil.

3. koOILOZEH(). 2)% &t 6 HOZEIICIZARED 6 HMOENSAY .. 2231(3). 4)E2 &L 6 Moz
FRCIEBED 6 HOENS A DL, & OFEZERT(1)~(4)I12 A B EEZ RO S W,

(1) The Japanese giant salamander (sansho-uo) can (1) 160cm. It can be
found in rivers all over southwestern Japan, where the water is (2)
ARE
@ and @ up @ grow
@ clean ® cool ® to
(2) Tik Tok is a free social media application  (3) create, watch, and share
videos often to a soundtrack of popular music ~ (4) smartphone.
B
@  directly @  your @  that
@  from ® you ® lets




4.

5.
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KORIA(L), (2)ZNENIZONWT, FHFE LIRS BEROIIT WV

4)En IOV TIE, KHF & PO OERZ RO B2 B0 S\

(1) stubborn
@ inflexible (2 arrogant passive
(2) ugly
@  boring @ rude unattractive
(3) modern
@  creative (2 traditional serious
(4) dependable
@  selfish 2 nervous careful
KD WHTIEELREMNE LT, ODBEBERLDEHET R S\,
(1) A: Excuse me, how do I get to Central Station?
B: Take the A train then to the C train.
@ transfer @ take board
(2) 1have a meeting now. Can I call you back I'm done?
(D  as soon as (2 as fast as as long as
(3) A:Hi John, long time no see.
B: Hi Jane! How have you ?
@  were @ been gone
(4)  A: What time does the movie start?
B: It starts at 7pm. I hope you can make it
@  right time 2 promptly by time
(5) A: Can you come to my birthday party?
B: Of course! me in.
@ Take @  Ask Count
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aggressive

elegant

contemporary

unreliable

geton

as quick as

are

in time

Pick



6.
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(6) A: 1 started a new part-time job last week.

B: Oh really? How much do you make hour?

@ at 2 on @ in @ per

KOLDT#ZEGIAZ2ZZFH(L)~ANI S TEE LM L LT, ROEL LD DERU % S0,

(1) in 1667, the Salon was the official exhibition held by the art academy in Paris
featuring hundreds of artworks. It was the biggest art event in the world, (2) between 1748
and 1890. (3) seen as favoring conservative art styles, some famous artists who exhibited
there include Edouard Manet and Jean-Francois Millet. (4) , it lost its importance as artists

such as the Impressionists began to hold their own exhibitions independently.

(1) @ Start (2 Firstly (3 Beginning @ Open

(2) @ during (2 especially (@ asfaras @ from

(3) @ Although 2 Despite (3 Contrary (@  Oppositely
(4) @ Bytime (2) Ontime 3  Attime @)  Over time



