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Some regional theater companies are attracting attention with their online performances or
unique stage design, even as artistic and cultural activities have stalled due to the spread of the
coronavirus.

How to engage in theatrical activities has been an issue since an infection cluster occurred
among performers and audience members at a Tokyo theater. But regional theater companies are
continuing to find unique forms of expression, while employing various measures to avoid the
Three Cs of closed spaces, crowded places and close-contact settings.

One performance that was presented differently to how it would be in a theater was a musical
livestreamed via videoconferencing platform Zoom in early July. Actors performed their parts
in their homes and the audience watched on computers and other devices. The performance was
created by Hotori Theatre, a group of performers and a composer in Ibaraki Prefecture.

Their first such production was “Utau Shibahama,” an arrangement of rakugo masterpiece
“Shibahama,” which describes love between a husband and wife. Videos individually recorded by
theater members were put together and set against a different background to create a “stage” on
screen. Since it is difficult to start singing together at the same time, it is thought to be unusual to
perform a musical remotely.

“Utau Shinigami,” their second production presented through this method, will be livestreamed
from Friday night. “We just want people to enjoy what we have cultivated,” Mito-based actress
Chiaki Mitsumori, 37, said.

In Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture, a group of performers and others turned “no Three Cs” to
their advantage and created a different kind of theater. They started to present free performances
at Ishinomaki's Kiwamariso gallery on June 14 in which the audience is limited to one person at
a time and they watch through a “peephole.” A visitor in a half-tatami mat space peeks through
a 4-centimeter hole to watch the play, which is staged in a 4'% tatami mat space. The spaces are
separated by a wooden wall.

The production was soon flooded with reservations. Works from three to 10 minutes long
depicting the daily lives of women in Ishinomaki after the Great East Japan Earthquake proved
popular, and all 48 performances through the end of July sold out.

“T wonder if sharing the same air and enjoying a ‘sense of close contact” are the essence of
theater,” Ryuta Yaguchi, 37, an Ishinomaki Performing Arts Association representative who planned
the play, said.

Local theater company member Yuko Mikuni, 69, who appeared on the first day of the

performance, said that although she was nervous about the reaction of the audience since the
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reaction was just with one eye, she was impressed with the way it was presented.

Itsuki Mizuno, 31, of Iwaizumi, Iwate Prefecture, and other volunteers did everything online,

from practice to performance, without meeting in person. Although it is often difficult to prepare

for a role and perform it with only what can be seen online and holding a practice only once or

twice a week, Mizuno said: “Art lives in life. The means of expression should change with the new

lifestyle associated with the coronavirus.”

(1)

[Japan Times, August 14, 2020]

Which statement is true about regional theater companies under the spread of the coronavirus?

(D  All theater companies have stopped their performances since the coronavirus first hit
Japan.

(2)  All theater companies have actively carried out their performances under the spread of
the coronavirus.

(3 Regional theater companies outside of Tokyo have closed their theaters since the
coronavirus spread.

(4 Some regional theater companies have continued their performances in unique ways.

What are the Three C's?

@ They are closed theaters, closed business and close-contact.
(2 They are closed spaces, crowded places and close-contact.
(3  They are closed captions, cross-tech and cross borders.
@

They are cloud storage, close-contact and closed spaces.

Which statement is not true about “Utau Shibahama”?

(D It was a production created by Hotori Theatre in Ibaraki Prefecture.

(2 It was a musical in which actors performed their parts in their houses and the audience
watched on computers and other devices.

(3 It was an arrangement of a Broadway masterpiece in New York.

@ Individually recorded videos by actors were put together and set against a different

background to create a “stage” on screen.



(4)

(5)
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How did a group of performers in Ishinomaki, Miyagi Prefecture perform their play in June?

(D They presented their performance which individual audience members watched through a
hole.

(2 Only one actor performed the play in a limited space.

(3 They performed three to ten episodes about the daily lives of women in Ishinomaki.

(4 They performed 48 scenes of Ishinomaki on the stage.

What impressions did Ryuta Yaguchi have after he experienced the theater performance in

Ishinomaki?

(D He felt the livestreamed theater performances were really difficult for the audience to
understand.

(2) He felt sharing the same space and having close contact might not be necessarily
important to enjoy theater performances.

(3 He felt the spread of the coronavirus completely destroyed the attraction of theater
performances.

(4 He felt local people should be able to play some parts themselves at regional theaters.

How did Itsuki Mizuno of Iwaizumi describe art and expression in today’s society?
Art and expression should be shared in person among many people in the moment.
Art and expression must be kept in the traditional style and the same way.

Art and expression should change in accordance with new lifestyles.

® ©® ® 6

Art and expression should always change with new technology and science.
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KD 7T TIE19604E > H20IS4EIC BT B, T AN I ERETOT I AT 4 v 27 TIDHT,
A 7 Eit/zid (recycled). BT AV F — & L CTHREBES 1L72 8 (combustion with energy
recovery) . MOV CEN/2E (landfill) 2FELTWET, ZOERE T, LTOMuOEZ % E
U7z &\,

Plastic Recycling Still Has A Long Way To Go

Level of plastic waste in U.S. municipal solid waste disposal (thousand tons)
B Landfilled [ Combustion with energy recovery [l Recycled
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@statistaCharts  Source: Center for International Environmental Law Statlsta E

How much plastic waste was thrown away in the US in 19707
(D  Less than 3,000 tons. (2 About 30,000 tons.
3  Around 300,000 tons. @  About 3,000,000 tons.

How much did plastic waste in the US increase between 1990 and 2015?
(@  No difference. @ 1.5 times.
3  Almost twice. (@ Three times.

How much more plastic waste was landfilled compared to recycled in 2015?
(D  Less than twice. (2  About three times.
(3 About five times. (@) More than eight times.

Which statement is true according to the graph?

(D The US started recycling plastic waste in 1960.

(2)  The US has rapidly increased combustion with energy recovery for the last 20 years.

(3 The amount of plastic waste that is recycled in the US still makes up a small percentage

of the total.
(4)  The US stopped landfilling its plastic waste in 1990.
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(1) Streetwear (1) about more than just clothing. Over the last three decades

it has become a global phenomenon, influenced by a DIY, no-holds-barred attitude

(2) , music, art, dance and skateboarding.

ARt
@ been (2 fashion (3  expressed
@ always (® through ® has

(2) In countries like Ghana and Nigeria, whose youth populations have soared — 57% of Ghanians

and over 60% of Nigerians (3) — fashion has also become a way

(4)  to speak their minds and be heard by their communities and the wider culture.

Here are some of the most exciting streetwear brands active in West Africa today.

B
@  under 2 people 3 young
@  for ® 25 ©® are

4. ROBINL), 2)FNZFNIZOVWT, FHELRDBEROTVEEA ZE O 72 S, T 2MW(3),
(4)ZNZNUIZDONWTIE, FHFEE RN OBERZFOHGEL BRI S0,

(1) illness

(@D  response @  care (3 darkness @ disease

(2) distinct
@ urban (2 negative (3 obvious @  urgent

(3) spiritual

@ physical 2 healthy @ effective @ solid
(4) quality
@  country 2  quantity @ supply @  guilt

_18_



FHBEFAGERL T 1 H28H OK) i FRER
5. ko ICETEELHERPLE LT, OB L LDEED L S\,

(1) A: This chocolate cake looks delicious. Can I have some?

B: Of course.

@ You cook very well. (2 Sounds good.

(3  Please help yourself. (4 Not now.
(2)  A: Excuse me. Do you have this T-shirt in a bigger size?

B: I'm afraid not, but

A: Well, I don't like the color. Thanks, anyway.

@ T take it. (2 how about this one?

(3  what would you like? @ it looks great.
(3)  A: Taro, how are you going to your spring vacation?

B: Well, I'm going to go on a trip with my family.

@  spend @ stay @ solve @ save
(4)  A: When did you get that dress? You said you didn’t have one for today’s dinner.

B: , one of my friends lent me this.

(@  Unfortunately (@2 Friendly @ Luckily @  Closely
(5) A: What's the matter, Hiromi? You look depressed.

B: Oh, I just got the results of my exams.

(L  They are terrible. (2 They are excellent.

(3 It sounds great. @ Tt looks easy.
(6) A: Would you please take a photo of me with my camera?

B: Will you stand there and smile at me?
(@D Sure, I'd be glad to. (2) Not at all.
(3 Leave me alone. @ No way.
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The definition of beauty changes all the time. And (1) | as society develops, it goes in cycles,
like the changing of the four seasons. Not so long ago, Chinese people saw fashion as something
that came from the West. Afraid to make “mistakes,” they looked to Europe and America to see

which standards had been set.  (2) | fashion in China looked pale and blurry.

(3)  now, the Internet, technology and social media have rendered the world flat. Fashion can be

accessed from anywhere, with styles from around the world cohabiting and influencing one another.
Go to a high-end Beijing department store, (4) , and you'll see shoppers holding Hermes bags
and wearing Chanel tops with Uggs -- all while holding a string of Buddhist prayer beads in their

hands. Fusion is the future of fashion.

(1) @ however (2)  sometimes @  definitely @  first

(2) @ Atbest (2 In fact (3 Asaresult @ At worst
(3) @ But (2)  Therefore @ So (4 Then

(4) @ frankly speaking (2 conveniently 3  so that @  for instance
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