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1. ROFELEFHAT, UTOMOOEZ L L TRbMEL 2 DEEI % S\,
Japan's “Golden Week” holidays just ended in early May, and workers in the country might have
noticed the 69-day wait until the next national holiday. As social media users and others cry out for
a new holiday, with some calling the month of June “hell,” the Mainichi Shimbun checked what

steps are underway to potentially fill the gap with the creation of a June holiday.

New holidays are in principal passed by legislators in the Diet. Up until now, 16 national holidays
have been established by legislative amendments of the Act on National Holidaysm, the most
recent being Aug. 11 as Mountain Day in 2016. That amendment was submitted by the ruling and
opposition partiesm of the time following proposals drafted by an interparty alliance of lawmakers

with the goal of creating Mountain Day to give August a national holiday.

So, why doesn’'t June have a national holiday? “There is no particular reason. Holiday laws are to be
discussed in the Diet and established with the public’s broad understanding,” commented an official

from the Cabinet Office which is responsible for matters relating to the national holiday law.

December, too, lacks a public holiday, with an unbroken stretch of five-day workweeks from Labor
Thanksgiving Day on Nov. 23 until New Year's Day. But this period of 38 days is only about half

that between the end of Golden Week until July's Marine Day arrives on the third Monday of July.

Concrete steps are being taken to tackle the June holiday gap.

Hisao Tamada, 70, of the nonprofit Japan watch research group based in Osaka’'s Abeno Ward and

others are calling for June 10th to become a “time memorial” day.

“Compared to Marine Day, which came about suddenly, time memorial day has a long history,”
Tamada said. And he's not wrong. According to descriptions in the ancient Nihon Shoki, Emperor
Tenji introduced timekeeping to the people using a water clock in the year 671, and this day

supposedly falls on June 10 on the modern calendar.

It became a commemorative day in 1920. Business leader Eiichi Shibusawa and others in a
working group for the improvement of people’s lifestyles, led efforts to respect timekeeping, aiming

to protect its accuracy.

About five years ago, Tamada began activities such as contacting lawmakers to turn the date from
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a commemoration day into a national holiday. “The Japanese are unmatched when it comes to

punctuality. It'd be good to consider where this accuracy comes from at least once a year,” he said.

June 5 is recognized as World Environment Day. The town of Asahi in Yamagata Prefecture, which
is the site of an “air shrine” that deifies the atmosphere, set that date by municipal ordinance”’ as “air
day,” and the municipal assembly has submitted a request to the national government seeking to
turn it into a national holiday.

(https://mainichi.jp/english/articles/20240507/p2a/00m/01i/015000c¢)

¥ © (1) legislative amendments of the Act on National Holidays — [E[[IR DR H |2 B9 5 2k ik

(2) the ruling and opposition parties — 5-Ef 3¢
(3) commemorative — 7./ (commemorate — L3 %)
(4) municipal ordinance — =13

(1)  What is the primary concern among workers in Japan mentioned in the passage?
The lack of holidays in June

The need for a longer Golden Week

The difficulty of proposing new holidays

® © ® 6

The desire for more national holidays in general

(2)  According to the passage, how many national holidays have been established through legislative

amendments?

D 16 @ 20 @ 10 @ 45

(3)  Which national holiday was most recently established?
New Year's Day
Labor Thanksgiving Day

Mountain Day

CHECECHGC)

Marine Day
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Who is recommending June 10 becoming a national holiday?
Hisao Tamada
Eiichi Shibusawa

The people of the town of Asahi

®» ©® ® 6

Emperor Tenji

Why is it suggested that June 10 should become a national holiday?
To commemorate the introduction of timekeeping in Japan
To celebrate the summer season

To honor the founding of the town of Asahi

®» ©® ® 6

To recognize World Environment Day

Which date has been proposed by the town of Asahi in Yamagata Prefecture to become a national
holiday?
@ Junes @ June 10 3  August 11 (@ November 23
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Top Host Countries for International Students,2000&2022

2022

Italy

Japan
3%

6%
Australia
6%
%

2%

States
28%

Germany
12%

Russia
6

United Canada
States 9%

United Kingdom 15% United

14%

Kingdom
10%

(https://www.applyboard.com/applyinsights-article/which-countries-will-be-the-next-big-destinations-

for-international-students)

(1)

(2)

(3)

According to the graph, which country received the highest number of international students
in 20007

(D Canada (2)  The United States

(3 France @  Germany

According to the graph, by what percentage points did the United States lose international students
from 2000 to 2022?
@© 28 @ 15 ® 13 @ 43

According to the graph, in which country did the percentage of international students decrease
the least from 2000 to 20227

(O  In the United States (2 In the United Kingdom

(3 InAustralia (4 In France
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(4)  What statement about the graph is truest?
The number of international students who will go to Japan is likely to increase in 2024.
The percentage of international students in France greatly increased from 2000 to 2022.

Students from the United States did not increase in number from 2000 to 2022.

®» ©® ® 6

International students have more potential choices in 2022 than they did about two decades

ago.

3. ROXDZEF), 2)% &t 6 HOZFTIZIZATD 6 HOFEASAY . Z2F3), 4% &t 6 #0220

IZIIBHED 6 HOFED AL Z DOEFZERT(1)~UNI A A EEZ E O S,

Mount Everest, the world’s highest peak, (1) around the globe. Its towering height
and challenging stretch of land  (2) symbol of adventure and endurance.
ARt
@ it @  climbers (3  makes
@ a % from © attracts
The Roman Empire, once the most powerful civilization in the world, left a (3)
architecture, law, and governance. Its influence (4)  in many aspects of modern
society.
Biif
@ in (2  evident @ still
@ lasting ® s ® legacy
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4. ROV, 2)FNTIUIOWT, FHFEL RO BEROTVHGEZEV R SV T72HWE), (4)
EINENZOVTIL, FHFE L O OBRZFOHE TR 2 SV,

5.

(1) amount

@  entity

(2) permission

@ consent

(3) allow

@  permit

(4) accidental

D intentional

KD

(1) A:Have you

@2 volume @  posture @
(2) audience (3 signature @
@2 forbid 3  guess @
@ friendly 3 capable @

WU T EABEMNE LT, mDELR LD R S0,

seen the latest episode of that cooking show?

B: Yes, and the chef’s recipe delicious, didn't it?

@ looked

@2 looked for

(3 looked on @ looked after

status

spouse

conclude

profitable

(2)  A:T1heard you're planning a barbecue this weekend. Do you need any help with preparations?

B: That's kind of you. We've got most things

be awesome.

@  covered

@ cover

@ covering

@ to cover

(3) A: How was your weekend getaway?

B: It was amazing. We went hiking in the mountains and

been on before.

@ tripped

@ explored

3  exchanged @ transported

, but if you could bring a salad, that'd

some trails we'd never
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(4)  A: Did you hear about the new restaurant that just opened downtown?

B: Yes, I saw it on social media. It's have a great brunch menu.
@  supposed 2 suppose
® supposed to @ supposing to

(5) A:1saw your photos from the hiking trip. How was it?

B: It was amazing. I highly recommend that trail.
@ to try ©) try
@ trying @  tried

(6) A: How's the new car treating you?

B: It's been great so far. I love the ride.
@  smoothly (2 smoothness
3  smoothing @  smooth

6. WOXDTMHEGTIAZBFH)~UIZUTIEEH5E () & LT, RLBELLLDEEN L SV,
The Kabushima Festival was held on Kabushima Island in Hachinohe, Aomori Prefecture, known
as a breeding ground for black-tailed gulls, and (1) many tourists on April 20.

As the black-tailed gulls flew around in the blue sky, the (2) contest to imitate the birds call

was held on a special stage. Nine groups participated in the contest, and children who performed

cute imitations and contestants  (3)  sounded just like the real thing were applauded.

The winner, a 15-year-old high school student from Hachinohe, said, “I was happy to be able to

perform the call of a black-tailed gull  (4) by them in my favorite place, Kabushima Island.”

(https://japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/features/japan-focus/20240508-184754/)

(1) @ distracted (2 disappeared (3 appeared @ attracted

(2) @ predictable (2 successive (® annual (@  questionable
(3) @ whom @ who (® whose @ to whom

(4) @ surrounded (2 imagined (3 originated @ avoided
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